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ABSTRACT: Massive increases in the availability and explicitness of pornography in the United 

States are correlated with increasing rates of sexually maladaptive behaviors. Correlation-causation 

issues are acknowledged and barriers to resolving this molar question are noted. However, 

agreement among various theoretical predictions and experimental findings on functional relations 

between pornography and behavior suggest that changes in the intensity and prevalence of certain 

classes of pornographic stimuli have probably contributed to increased rates of maladaptive sexual 

behavior in the US. New conceptions of behavioral contagion and social entropy are offered to unify 

this field of information into an explanatory whole that suggests a resulting decrease in cultural 

viability. I advise an experimental reversal of current culturally endemic pornographic self-

stimulatory practices. 

Science is only beginning to understand the diverse forces tha t can s t rengthen 

or weaken the probabil i ty of long term survival for a par t icular culture. O n e such 

force is a population's sexual pract ices. Like o ther organisms, humans are 

genet ical ly endowed with strong motivat ion to engage in sexual behavior. B u t 

more than other organisms, the sexual behavior of humans is regulated by 

condit ioning and learning and cultural rules (Rosman & Rubel , 1 9 9 5 ) . Rules can 

be viewed as analogs to contingencies of pun ishment and reinforcement (Malo t t , 

1 9 8 8 ) . The i r function is to regulate sexual behavior by age, gender combina t ion , 

and kinship. Cultural rules also regulate the conditions under which stimuli tha t 

normally cause sexual arousal and behavior may be presented. I will analyze the 

profound changes in rules governing the general availability of pornography in the 

US and possible effects upon population sexual behavior . . 

A review of anthropological data, published in 1952 and 1 9 7 6 , on the near 

universality of genital and sexual privacy among 191 human cultures found tha t 
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there was very little geni tal exposure, except under very restricted condit ions. 

Also, "every human culture is characterized by an insistence on seclusion for sexual 

union, a l though physical conditions may make absolute privacy difficult to 

achieve" ( U . S . At to rney General ' s Commission on Pornography, 1 9 8 6 , p . 1 2 1 ) . 

B. F. Skinner ( 1 9 5 3 ) also described similar Wes t e rn tradit ions of control of 

sexual behavior and the relationship of aversive cont ingencies to the emergence of 

self-control in sexual mat te rs . He stated tha t : 

Such severe measures could be justified only by arguing that sexual behavior 
was wrong, that it was nevertheless very powerful, and that aggressive sexual 
behavior on the part of the male must be met with exceptional defenses on the 
part of the female. (p. 420) 

He then noted that the "repression of sexual impulses had many of the 

neurot ic effects" which led to changes in these controll ing pract ices (p. 4 2 0 ) . 

Skinner further characterized and evaluated the newly evolving cultural sexual 

pract ices , enter ing the 1 9 5 0 s , as follows: 

Instead of removing from the environment all stimuli which could possibly lead 
to sexual behavior, a knowledge of the anatomy and function of sex is supplied. 
Friendly relations with the opposite sex are more freely permitted, and severe 
punishment of sexual behavior is avoided in favor of instruction in the 
consequences of such behavior. It is possible that these techniques are not so 
effective as earlier measures. Sexual behavior is probably not so deeply repressed, 
and it is also probably commoner at the overt level. The net result may or may 
not be to the advantage of the individual or group. (p. 421) 

Regard ing these control methods , or the further reduction of controls , 

Sk inner would have defined them as "good" or "bad" depending upon whether the 

ou tcomes were reinforcing or aversive to the individual and group . However , his 

u l t imate cri terion for such value j udgemen t s is very clear: "Survival is the only 

value according to which a culture is eventually to be judged , and any practice 

that furthers survival has survival value by definition" (Skinner, 1 9 7 1 , p. 136 ) . 

Therefore , those practices that further a culture's survival are good and those that 

weaken its viabili ty are bad. This value system guides the following analysis. 

Sexual behavior is a po ten t variable in the evolution of societ ies. At its mos t 

e lementa l level, sexual behavior is prerequisite to the gene t i c , behavioral , and 

cultural cont ingencies which determine cultural evolutionary outcomes . T h e 

mater ia l p roduc t of sexual behavior is new life, the future human energy required 

for cultural evolut ion. T h e environmental conditions into which an infant is born 

media te bo th the "goods" and "bads" tha t accrue to the child and to the culture. 

Infants are subjected to the selecting and shaping forces of countless behavioral 
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cont ingencies made probable through various cultural prac t ices . T h e c o m b i n e d 

results of these and other processes either s t rengthen or weaken a cul ture 's 

viability. 

Dur ing the past three decades, W e s t e r n culture has embarked upon an 

uncontrol led "social experiment" in which a grea t variety of vivid expl ici t 

depictions of sexual behavior pat terns have been m a d e widely available to its 

citizens. Less explicit , yet highly suggest ive, portrayals of such s t imul i have also 

come to pervade the common media . T h e increase in product ion rate, availabil i ty, 

variety, and explicitness of these st imuli in the Uni ted States is unprecedented in 

the history of all cultures. 

W h y this sexual evolution, among other evolutions, has occurred a t this t ime 

is a complex quest ion addressed by anthropologist Marv in Harr is ( 1 9 8 1 ) in his 

book, America Now: The Anthropology of a Changing Culture. According to Harris 's 

( 1 9 7 9 ) theory of Cultural Materialism, infrastructural determinism (changes in modes 

of cultural product ion and reproduction) is a major force tha t alters the structural 

modes (domest ic and political economy) and superstructural modes (arts, r i tuals, 

leisure, and science) in cultures. He contends tha t various infrastructural 

determinants (automation, depletion of natural resources, inflation, e m p l o y m e n t 

of women, and more ) have summated to alter t radit ional mar i ta l and procreat ive 

values in the US ( 1 9 8 1 , pp . 1 6 6 - 1 8 3 ) . Harris concludes tha t the result ing 

contemporary value of sex for recreation, not necessarily procreat ion, has lead to 

numerous changes in our population sexual pat terns , including the wide-spread 

production, distr ibution, and use of pornography. Desp i t e these noted cultural 

de terminants , this new cultural pa t te rn of pornographic self-st imulat ion is 

probably modifiable. Bu t , the salient quest ion is: W h y should such a cul tural 

redesign be considered at this t ime? 

B. F. Skinner judged that a culture would have special survival value " i f i t 

encouraged its m e m b e r s to examine its practices and to exper iment wi th new 

ones ," but he also warned cultures about avoiding bo th "excessive respect for 

tradition" and "excessively rapid change" ( 1 9 7 1 , p . 1 5 3 ) . Recen t major U . S . pan -

cultural changes in sex-regulating cont ingencies may be an example of j u s t such 

an excessively rapid change . 

Skinner viewed such new cultural practices as analogs to genetic mutations 

which may s t reng then or weaken a culture 's prospects for survival ( 1 9 7 1 , p . 1 3 0 ) . 

If this analogy holds true, the presumed benefits of such a cultural mu ta t i on m u s t 

be viewed wi th caution. A genet ic muta t ion is not likely to benefit the o rgan i sm 

and "is usually an unfortunate event for the offspring since m o s t muta t ions have 

161 



M A W H I N N E Y 

harmful effects that often prove to be lethal" (Sheppard & W i l l o u g h b y , 1975 p. 

38). 

T h e focus of this analysis is upon pornography, sexual maladapt ion contagion, 

and its effects upon our culture. There are three reasons to pursue this analysis: (a) 

such a causal chain could relate powerfully to cultural viabil i ty; (b) the 

pornography-behavior research area is bet ter developed than is commonly k n o w n ; 

and (c) this me thod of analysis may be useful for o ther cultural analytic 

enterprises. Th i s paper will a t t empt a theoretical analysis of three large correlated 

cultural changes . These changes have occurred among rules regulating the 

prevalence of certain classes of public sexual stimuli in the Uni ted States, massive 

increases in the prevalence and intensity of these classes of pornography, and very 

large changes in rates of population maladaptive sexual practices and ou tcomes . 

T h e products of this analysis will be placed within the mola r theoretical contexts 

of behavioral contagion and social entropy to qualitatively assess (good or bad) their 

impac t upon the viability of this culture. 

For my purposes, s t imuli designed to increase sexual arousal in the observer 

will be t e rmed pornography. Tradi t ional ly, pornographic st imuli judged offensive 

to prevail ing social standards have been labeled as obscene. I will not contend with 

the vaporous standards of obscenity. 

S e x u a l M e t a c o n t i n g e n c y a n d M e t a b e h a v i o r a l C h a n g e s i n t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s 

T h e present analysis is concerned with changes in part icular cultural pract ices 

and ou tcomes . Glenn ( 1 9 8 8 ) defined the metacontingency as "the unit of analysis 

encompass ing a cultural pract ice , in all its variations, and the aggregate ou tcome 

of all the current variat ions" (p. 168) . Examples of metacont ingencies can be 

changes in legal and marke t ing practices media t ing the availability of 

pornography in a culture. Infrastructual changes appear to determine such 

m e t a c o n t i n g e n c y changes . In turn, Metacont ingency changes lead to ou tcomes 

tha t can be measured in aggregate population behavior pat terns . A Metabehavior is 

"an aggregate measure of a class of acts performed by individuals in a par t icular 

popula t ion" (Mawhinney, 1 9 9 5 , p . 3 5 ) . One example of a metabehavior would be 

the rate per 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 of populat ion of rapes in the US in a one-year interval. T h e 

plural form of this term, metabehaviors, is used to s imultaneously refer to several 

classes of aggregate behavioral measures such as rates of child moles ta t ion, 

sexually t ransmi t ted diseases, and teen pregnancy. Steady states or changes in 

metabehav iors can result from metacont ingencies tha t support or modify 
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populat ion behaviors and thereby mediate bo th cultural ou tcomes and cul tural 

viability. 

Legal Metacontingency Changes Relevant to Pornography 

T h e US has had laws regulat ing the availability of pornography since 1 8 4 2 . 

In the 1930s federal courts ruled that the use of "dirty words" in a "sincere and 

hones t book" did not m a k e the book "dirty." In the 1950s the Supreme Cour t 

relaxed its restrictions on the marke t ing and possession of pornographic mate r i a l s . 

Since tha t t ime m a n y trials have been b rought regarding the con ten t of 

pornographic media and legal j u d g m e n t s have general ly favored the producers and 

distributors of pornography (Microsoft Encarta, 1 9 9 4 ) . T h e subjectivity of these 

concepts along wi th profit mot ives , technological deve lopments , popula t ion 

demand, and changing interpretat ions of the First A m e n d m e n t to our 

Const i tu t ion (freedom of speech and religion) have produced dramat ic changes in 

metacon t ingenc ies governing the availability of pornography wi thin the pas t 30 

years. 

In 1 9 6 7 , President Lyndon J o h n s o n appointed a Commiss ion on O b s c e n i t y 

and Pornography ( C O P ) . T h e C O P (18 individuals from fields such as law, 

sociology, religion, psychiatry, and publishing) invest igated the relat ionship 

be tween pornographic materials and antisocial behavior . In 1 9 7 0 , the final C O P 

report concluded that there was no evidence tha t exposure to explici t sexual 

mater ia ls led to antisocial behavior or harmed society ( C O P , 1 9 7 0 ) . I t therefore 

r ecommended that government (federal, s tate, and local) no t interfere wi th the 

right of adults to read or view sexually explicit mater ia ls . However , a minor i ty 

report alleged that this conclusion was biased and based upon studies wi th m a n y 

flaws. T h e minor i ty also reported that evidence suggest ing harmful effects of 

pornography viewing was omi t ted from the Commi t t ee ' s summary of findings 

(Eysenck & Nias, 1978) . 

J o h n Court ( 1 9 8 4 ) criticized the 1968 commiss ion 's "no harm" f indings on 

the grounds tha t violent pornography was relatively infrequent at the t ime of the i r 

invest igat ion and sexual aggression became more prevalent in pornography during 

the 1 9 7 0 s . On this basis, he also criticized the commiss ion 's interpretat ions of t w o 

impor tan t cross-cultural studies that suggested no harm, or even a negat ive 

correlation be tween pornography and sex crimes (Ben -Ven i s t e , 1 9 7 1 ; K u t c h i n s k y , 

1 9 7 1 ) . Court expressed concern with these studies because they did not include 

measures of serious sex crimes such as rape or a t t empted rape. Donners te in , Linz 

and Penrod ( 1 9 8 7 ) also reviewed the f indings of the 1970 C O P report and noted 

that only one series of studies (Tannenbaum, 1970) evaluated the effects of erot ica 
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on aggressive behavior. They reported that in this study, "not fully described in 

the panel 's summary report" (p. 3 2 ) , there was evidence that when subjects were 

angered after seeing aggressive erotic films they showed increased levels of 

aggression. 

In 1 9 7 3 , the Supreme Court (Miller v . California, 1973) made the censorship 

of pornography almost impossible when it ruled that in order to censor such 

mater ia ls i t mus t be demonstra ted that 

(1) the average person, applying contemporary community standards, would 
find that the work, taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest; (2) the 
work depicts or describes in a patently offensive way, sexual conduct specifically 
defined by the applicable state law; and (3) the work, taken as a whole, lacks 
serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value. (Bork, 1996, p. 146) 

Of course, the problem with these definitions is their subjectivity. 

In 1 9 8 5 , the U . S . At torney Genera l appointed another federal commission to 

invest igate the possible relationship be tween pornography and antisocial behavior. 

T h e At to rney Genera l ' s Commission on Pornography issued its report in 1986 and 

i t was in high conflict with tha t of the 1970 Commission. The f indings of 1 9 8 6 

report will be discussed below (see The known effects of pornography). 

Technological, Marketing, and Economic Changes in the Media 

It is difficult to find quanti ta t ive data pertaining to the historical 

deve lopment of pornography. Our 1996 query of the Congressional Research 

Services of the Library of Congress brought the following response by J. Manning 

(personal communica t ion , February 9, 1 9 9 6 ) : "There are no official statistics on 

the sales/size of the 'adult enter ta inment ' or 'pornography' industry in the Uni ted 

Sta tes ." Perhaps the mos t comprehensive historical report on the growth and 

diversity of pornography in the US is that of the At torney General ' s Commission 

on Pornography 's Final Report ( 1 9 8 6 ) . Unless otherwise indicated, the following 

information has been abstracted from this Commission report. 

T h e pornography industry grew over the three decades preceding 1986 by 

expanding to new marke t s . It progressed from a disorganized, covert , low profit, 

industry to a pervasive mult i-bi l l ion dollar business. Abou t 25 years ago the yearly 

income from hard core pornography was est imated to be from less than five to ten 

mil l ion dollars. A 1997 U.S. News & World Report (Schlosser) has provided the 

m o s t current evaluation of pornography market ing and economic developments . 

T h e pornography industry now produces est imated revenues of eight billion 

dollars per year. These earnings are now thought to be much larger than domest ic 
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movie receipts and also grea ter than earnings from country and rock mus ic 

recordings. 

A n a l o g t o B a s e l i n e C o n d i t i o n s 

In the 1 9 5 0 s adult movie and magaz ine stores sold b lack and whi te images of 

partially clad w o m e n behaving seductively. These es tabl i shments were mos t ly 

located in low socioeconomic areas . Magazines were of a grainy black and whi te 

quality and the pubic areas of models were obscured. Nudis t magaz ines were 

popular . P o o r quali ty films depicted "strip t ease" dancing in which only the 

breasts were ba red . M e n general ly remained partially c lad. In the 1 9 5 0 s , Los 

Angeles had five adults-only outlets which fronted as genera l newsstands bu t k e p t 

the pornography out of sight. 

A n a l o g s t o C h a n g e T h r o u g h P r o m p t i n g , F a d i n g , a n d S h a p i n g P r o c e d u r e s 

Pornography became more available to the general publ ic in the early 1 9 6 0 s . 

M o s t of the mater ia ls showed simulated sex ac ts , bu t geni ta l ia remained obscured . 

T h e exposure of geni ta l ia was still considered indecent in a lmost all ju r i sd ic t ions . 

In the middle 1 9 6 0 s implied sexual activity became more frequent in "pseudo-

nudist magaz ines . " Tradi t ional nudist magazines were largely replaced by nudis t -

formatted photographs of more erotically posed and m o r e at tract ive m o d e l s . By 

the late 1 9 6 0 s court decisions overruling obscenity convictions had p r o m p t e d 

increased g rowth in the pornography business. T h e Supreme Court reversed 

previous decisions and allowed nudist publications to show the geni ta ls of m e n , 

w o m e n , and chi ldren. Nudist magazines changed their pract ice of segregat ing the 

sexes in pho tographs , al though they avoided any pictures implying sexual ac t iv i ty . 

By about 1 9 6 8 , a new class of magazines had evolved called "spreader" or 

"split beaver" magaz ines . These t e rms referred to explici t images of vulvas spread 

open in various ways and to various degrees . Concurrent ly , favorable S u p r e m e 

Court decisions allowed the emergence of what was then called homosexua l 

magaz ines , which began to evolve along similar lines of expl ic i tness . Sma l l 

quanti t ies of products featuring various fetishes (boo t s , rubber , and lea ther , e t c . ) 

also appeared. Sadomasochist ic materials showing domina t ion , b o n d a g e , and 

spanking wi th whips , and so forth, were available in small quant i t i es . In 1 9 6 8 and 

1 9 6 9 two additional classes of i l lustrated books entered the m a r k e t . T h e first was 

the "marriage manua l , " which showed photographs of sexual in tercourse , fel lat io, 

and cunnil ingus for purported educat ional purposes . A n o t h e r class of publ ica t ions 

showing explicit sexual behavior was presented as cross-cultural historical studies 

of pornography. By the end of the 1 9 6 0 s pornographic films showing oral and 

genital copulation were more easily avai lable. The re was a significant expansion of 
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the m a r k e t for pornographic mater ia l throughout the 1 9 6 0 s . Smaller operat ions 

remained in business, but large wholesale warehouses began to appear. T h e 

channels of distr ibution became more varied and producers and wholesalers 

provided a grea ter variety of pornography to outlets which then provided a g rea te r 

diversity of mater ia ls to consumers . In Los Angeles , the number of adult-only 

outlets and theaters increased from 5 to 18 between 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 6 5 . 

T h e grea tes t proliferation of pornographic materials occurred in the 1 9 7 0 s . 

Dur ing this t i m e , outlets for pornography in Los Angeles increased from 18 to 

4 0 0 . Dur ing the 1970s , the producers of pornography continuously tested the 

l imits of pornography laws. Mater ia ls that showed actual sex acts were widely 

dis tr ibuted. Mater ia ls depicting paraphilias became more prevalent. T h e clinical 

t e rm paraphilia (American Psychiatr ic Association, 1 9 9 4 ) , refers to actions tha t 

include sadism (gratification through inflicting pain or humiliat ion on o thers ) , 

masoch ism (gratification by receiving pain or humil ia t ion) , pedophilia (child 

moles t a t ion ) , and fetishism (sexual gratification using certain nonsexual h u m a n 

body parts or inanimate objects) . Mater ia ls depicting sex wi th animals—as well as 

visuals of ejaculation, urination, and defecation—also became more c o m m o n . Fo r 

a t ime , adult bookstores openly sold commercial ly produced child pornography 

magaz ines ent i t led Moppets and Where the Young Ones Are. Similar materials were 

sold surrepti t iously in other locat ions. Adul t theaters began to openly advertise 

and show films of improved technical quality such as Deep Throat and The Devil 

and Miss Jones. At that t ime, these were the two mos t widely distributed films in 

pornography history. In the late 1970s the industry expanded in another way. 

Adul t stores began to provide peep show booths in which customers could pay to 

see pornographic films in privacy. T h e distribution of pornographic materials had 

b e c o m e a very large and sophisticated business. 

Financial Metacontingencies in the Pornography Industry 

In the 1980 ' s the pornography industry grew exponential ly with mass 

dis t r ibutors , thea te r chains, home videos, compact discs, subscription television, 

t e lephone "Dia l -A-Porn ," and compute r sex subscription services. By the middle 

1 9 8 0 s , the pornographic film industry was t ransi t ioning from a theater-based 

business to a video cassette home viewing market . W i t h the growth of the video 

marke t , i t was es t imated that by 1 9 9 0 the pornographic theater would be largely 

replaced by h o m e viewed videos. Pornographic scenes were shot directly on to 

video tape because cost of product ion was lower than film, the results could be 

v iewed immedia te ly , and the t ime and cost of editing were greatly reduced. T h e 

es t imated cost of producing a pornographic movie on film was once abou t 
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$ 7 5 , 0 0 0 . T h e new pract ice of shooting scenes directly onto video t ape had reduced 

product ion costs to between $ 4 , 0 0 0 and $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 as o f 1 9 8 6 . In tha t t i m e , the 

retail markup on general release films was reported to be about 4 0 0 % whi le the 

markup on a pornographic film was 8 0 0 % to 1 ,000%. In 1997 one p roducer 

es t imated that one pornographic video cost $ 8 , 0 0 0 to create and m i g h t earn 30 

t imes tha t inves tment (Schlosser, 1 9 9 7 ) . T h e 1 9 8 6 Commiss ion predic ted tha t 

there would be approximately 2 7 , 0 0 0 pornographic video stores by 1 9 8 7 and tha t 

pornographic videos would b e c o m e increasingly available th rough general v ideo 

rental stores. 

T h e following summary of recent pornography m a r k e t financial cont ingenc ies 

and outcomes in the US is based upon Schlosser 's ( 1 9 9 7 ) es t imates : 

1 . T h e n u m b e r of X - r a t e d video rentals increased from 75 mi l l ion in 1 9 8 5 , to 

4 9 0 mil l ion in 1 9 9 2 , and to a record h igh of 6 6 5 mil l ion in 1 9 9 6 . 

2 . T h e US i s the world's leading producer of X - r a t e d videos. T h e n u m b e r of 

yearly n e w titles produced since 1991 has increased by about 5 0 0 % . Curren t 

product ion is about 1 5 0 new titles each week for a total of a lmost 8 , 0 0 0 per year . 

3 . M o s t pornography profits go to tradit ional businesses such as A T & T 

( te lephone sex) ; T i m e W a r n e r and T e l e - C o m m u n i c a t i o n s I n c . (pay-per-view 

television pornography) ; Hya t t , Sheraton, and Holiday Inn (in r o o m pay-per-v iew 

pornography) ; and general ne ighborhood video rental stores (adult rental 

sections). 

4 . Las t year about $ 1 5 0 mil l ion was spent ordering pornography on pay-per -

v iew television. Cable operators keep about 7 0 % of this revenue. 

5 . Last year about $ 1 7 5 mil l ion was spent for hotel r o o m pornography 

viewing. Hote ls keep about 2 0 % of these revenues. 

6. Last year Amer icans spent close to $1 billion on te lephone sex. 

7. T h e Playboy web site, offering free viewing of its p laymates , averages 5 

mi l l ion hits per day. 

8 . T h e best sex video performers earn from $ 8 0 , 0 0 0 to $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 per year. 

F e m a l e stars are paid about $ 1 0 0 0 per scene. M o s t female performers work for 

$ 3 0 0 per scene. Beginners will work for $ 1 5 0 a scene. Performers try to do t w o 

scenes per day, four or five days a week. 

9. A m a t e u r performers video record sexual activities in their h o m e s and send 

t h e m to amateur pornography companies . Amateur s earn $ 2 0 for every m i n u t e of 

their video used in product ions. 

In summary, n e w financial metacon t ingenc ies which ma in ta in U . S . 

product ion and world-wide distribution of pornography have b e c o m e an enormous 

force in this culture during the last 30 years . 
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Qualitative Changes in Pornographic Stimuli 

Science is generally bes t served when variables are quantified. However , 

impor tan t dimensions of pornographic stimuli can be revealed only through 

quali tat ive description. Previous sections have documented the increase in rate of 

occurrence of pornographic s t imuli in the US and the increased profits to related 

businesses. To document the increase in intensity of these stimuli requires that the 

topographies of various pornographic response classes be clearly described. Such 

specificity is also necessary to understand how these st imuli could naturalistically 

c o m b i n e with well known principles of conditioning and social learning to increase 

socially damaging metabehaviors in our society. 

X - R a t e d V i d e o R e n t a l s 

Anyone over the age of 18 years can now go to approximately 2 5 , 0 0 0 

ne ighborhood video rental businesses and visit the "adult" section. T h e r e , clear 

and close-up video recordings of real-life oral, anal, and vaginal sex between 

people of the same and opposite sex, in pairs or in mixed groups, can be rented for 

several dollars. The sexual depictions are very frequently of sexually aggressive 

females who crave high sexual st imulation and penetrat ion of their vaginas or 

anuses with dildos, penises or o ther objects. These females c o m m o n l y depict 

de l ight when m e n ejaculate onto their hair and faces or onto their breasts, 

bu t tocks , and backs . Often two or more m e n ejaculate onto the females 

s imul taneously , or in tandem. T w o men are commonly shown penet ra t ing ecstat ic 

w o m e n vaginally and anally at the same t ime. T h e women are frequently treated 

in rough or disrespectful ways as m e n slap their but tocks or grab and pull their 

faces and mouths onto a penis by the hair of their head. The women act as if they 

crave and enjoy this t rea tment . Similar homosexual and sadomasochis t ic 

depict ions are also plentiful at these outlets. Frequent ly there are s imulated rapes 

in which a s truggling female ul t imately becomes aroused and shows extreme 

sexual pleasure. 

R - r a t e d V i d e o R e n t a l s 

R-ra ted "horror" sections of neighborhood video rental stores typical ly offer 

large quant i t ies of rentals tha t depict a mixture of violence and sex of far grea ter 

magn i tudes and intensities than those commonly shown in the "adult" or X - r a t e d 

sect ions . Several nonsys temat ic acquisitions by my research assistant and me 

yielded vivid and realistic color depictions of the following behaviors : (a) A 

shr ieking and terrified naked woman ' s breasts are pierced with m e a t hooks and 

she is then hung by them, suspended by ropes, until she dies an agonizing death. 
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Blood flows freely from her breasts down her body. (b) A satanic m a n sits on top 

of a bare breasted w o m a n and plunges a large knife into her chest , cuts out her 

hear t and eats of it. (c) A m a n anally rapes a w o m a n who is held across a large 

rock by his friends. T h e woman acts out horror and pain in highly realistic ways as 

the men laugh and j e e r . (d) A naked w o m a n is tied spread-eagled on her b a c k in a 

tor ture chamber while a grotesquely deformed and intel lectual ly impai red m a n 

tears the pub ic hairs from her bleeding vulva as she shrieks and wri thes in ter ror 

and in agony. 

Pornographic Magazines and Mail-Order Resources 
A wide variety of popular sex magazines (Hustler, Penthouse, Club, Cheri, e tc . ) 

are commonly available at neighborhood drug stores, magaz ine s tores , or news 

s tands . These magazines feature high resolution images of naked w o m a n wi th 

vulvas and anuses spread wide. M e n are shown with penises erect or semi-e rec t in 

various sex act topographies . Autoero t ic , heterosexual and lesbian sexual 

depictions are shown in single, couple and group contexts . This m e d i u m is still 

evolving. In 1 9 9 7 , there appeared high-speed macro photographs of penises 

ejaculating sperm onto female faces (frozen at the m o m e n t of impac t ) . Th i s class of 

pornography has long been available in X - r a t e d pornography shops, bu t i t is now 

beginning to appear in regular magazine/gree t ing card s tores . Future popula r 

pornography media evolutions are in the mak ing . Fo r example , in 1 9 9 8 Penthouse 

Magazine (July, p. 6) invited w o m e n over 18 to send photographs of sexualized 

urination (often called "golden showers") s t a t ing : "you'll have an oppor tun i ty to 

m a k e publishing his tory ." 

Ano the r pornographic marketplace exists in the m a n y "back p a g e s " of these 

magazines . The re , graphically depicted in high-resolut ion color pho tographs , are a 

variety of less c o m m o n sexual materials tha t one can order th rough the ma i l . 

Adver t i sements for s imulated child pornography are pervasive. T h e w o m e n shown 

in these ads are made up to appear prepuber ta l , or ju s t coming into puber ty . T h e y 

look very young and are often attired in school-girl clothes (cheer leader cos tumes , 

private school uniforms, etc.) and they frequently wear their hair in ponyta i l s or 

p igta i ls . These models are selected for the i r very small breasts , and sparse pub ic 

hair. Frequent ly their pubic areas are shaved to make t h e m appear p repuber ta l . 

The re are also ads for materials per ta ining to oral and vaginal sex wi th animals 

such as horses, dogs, and snakes. O t h e r ads promise sex among humans involving 

bodily excrement . A n o t h e r class of ads explicitly depicts t ranssexual mater ia ls 

(models wi th both breasts and penises) and also models who are unusual ly 

configured or disfigured. These ads show models who are grossly obese or w h o 

have amputat ions , deformed genital ia , g ian t penises, double penises, or w h o have 
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abnormal ly long labia, nipples, or tongues . There are also many ads for materials 

tha t show simulated bondage , humiliation, pain, and suffering. O n e 

comprehensive review of pornographic magazines found that almost 2 5 % of them 

conta ined an act of paraphilia. A m o n g the paraphilias, sadomasochism was found, 

by far, to be the mos t c o m m o n type (Lebegue, 1 9 9 1 ) . All of the above forms of 

pornography can be mail-ordered, or they can be directly purchased in any of the 

pornography stores that now exist in mos t communi t ies . 

The Internet 
The in ternet provides for private, seemingly anonymous, access to huge 

quanti t ies of all manner of pornography. An informal survey of various classes of 

cyberpornography was conducted, using the Exc i t e search engine, during Augus t 

of 1 9 9 8 . Th i s search produced the following numbers of sites pe r specified 

descriptor: torture sex ( 6 4 1 , 9 1 3 ) ; naked children (1,692,144); fisting (fists forced into 

vaginas or anuses, 6 , 3 8 5 ) ; golden showers ( 4 4 9 , 1 8 4 ) ; bestiality (human sex with 

infrahumans, 5 , 5 3 2 ) . These classes of websites and the associated numbers are not 

mutua l ly exclusive. A l though mos t sites require payment for viewing, they 

c o m m o n l y include highly explicit free samples for anyone capable of typing the 

search words. To illustrate the ext reme nature of cyberpornography, pedofilia is 

s t rongly advocated by the N o r t h Amer ican M a n / B o y Association ( N A M B L A ) on a 

webpage ent i t led "Free Spir i ts" and also at 6 2 3 other websites available using the 

descriptor N A M B L A . Also , Simon W i n c h e s t e r ( 1 9 9 5 ) reported that the internet 

conta ined a pedophile bullet in board as well as materials describing "snuff s e x " (i. 

e., how to torture and kill sexual v ic t ims) . He also noted a graphic and detailed 

depict ion of the kidnapping, sexually muti lat ing, and killing of two children. 

A n o t h e r t h e m e , with detailed wri t ten depictions, was of mothers and fathers 

having sex wi th their young children. 

Probable Effects of Pornography on Human Behavior 

The 1 9 8 6 At torney Genera l ' s Commission concluded that the 1 9 7 0 C O P 

report, which found no relat ion be tween pornography and antisocial behavior , was 

"starkly obso le t e . " This conclusion was based upon an impressive increase in the 

amoun t of h igh quality p r o g r a m m a t i c research into the effects of pornography on 

viewers; substant ial improvements in quality of bo th independent and dependent 

measures in current research efforts; and dramatic increases in the explici tness, 

diversity, and pervasive availability of pornography within our culture. T h e 1986 

Commiss ion summarized its findings by dividing pornographic depict ions into 

four ca tegor ies . Category 1: violent. These materials are of a sadomasochist ic nature 
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(whips, chains, pain, and suffering, etc .) and include rape, violence, and forced sex. 

Category 2: degrading but not violent. Degrad ing mater ia ls depict w o m e n (less 

frequently, m e n ) in very subordinate roles, seemingly exist ing only for the sexual 

pleasure of men . T h e y are shown engaging in sexual pract ices tha t "mos t p e o p l e " 

would consider degrading. Category 3: neither violent nor degrading. Par t ic ipan ts in 

these depictions are portrayed in relatively "equal ro les , "—they are wi l l ing 

par t ic ipants , and there is no evidence of coercion, pain, or violence. Category 4: mere 

nudity. T h e commiss ion was t roubled by the definitional p rob lems encounte red 

when "mere nudity" is sexualized in degrees. 

In their review of existing research l i terature, the 1 9 8 6 Commiss ion evaluated 

possible harm done by each of the four categories in t e rms of three t iers : social 

science evidence; totality of evidence; and projected moral, ethical, and cultural ou tcomes . 

T h e commissioners agreed that evidence of harmful effects had been found in all 

three tiers for violent and degrading pornography. In the total i ty of evidence t ier , 

they judged that there was sufficient evidence to conclude tha t these classes of 

pornography increased acceptance of the Rape M y t h ( that protest ing w o m e n will 

enjoy sex once they are forced into i t ) ; tha t i t p romotes the "degradation of the 

Class/Status of W o m e n " ; and tha t i t has harmful "Model ing Effects" (p. 1 0 3 4 ) . I t 

was further concluded tha t these effects were harmful to our culture by d a m a g i n g 

its moral and ethical precepts . T h e Commission 's findings were mixed regarding 

ha rms caused by nonviolent /nondegrading depictions and mere nudity. H o w e v e r , 

"all Commissioners agreed that some mater ia ls in this (i. e., these) classification(s) 

may be harmful" (p. 1035) . 

Current data and theory-based a rguments for and against the deleter ious 

effects of pornography are also detailed in three impor tan t books (Donners te in , 

Linz, & Penrod, 1 9 8 7 ; Eysenck & M a s , 1 9 7 8 ; M a l a m u t h & Donners te in , 1 9 8 4 ) . 

These scholarly efforts represent scientifically object ive analyses and 

methodologica l crit iques of a vast l i terature which has been often distorted by 

powerful emotional biases. The present analysis is informed by this l i tera ture . A 

presentat ion of all non-science-based arguments against and in favor of 

pornography is beyond the scope and in ten t of this paper. 

Eysenck and Nias ( 1 9 7 8 ) asserted the impor tance of in terpret ing the 

pornography research database from the perspective of established psychologica l 

theor ies . Based upon a review of impor tan t advances in o ther sciences they s ta te : 

"a good theory is often more reliable than empirical de terminat ions : these m a y 

require a lengthy process of refinement before they can be t aken very seriously" (p. 

4 2 ) . Skinner 's ( 1 9 5 0 ) warnings against theories were no t directed a t empir ical ly 

based predictions about functional relationships derived from a mature sc ience . He 
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stated that a useful theory "will not stand in the way of our search for functional 

relations because it will arise only after relevant variables have been found and 

studied" ( p . 2 1 6 ) . He also noted that "a theoretical construction may yield greater 

genera l i ty than any assemblage of facts" (p. 2 1 6 ) . 

Us ing solid theoretical project ions, 16 years before the fact, Eysenck and Nias 

( 1 9 7 8 ) ant icipated the conclusions of the 1986 Commiss ion when they stated: 

It can no longer be said that the evidence is ambiguous, or too contradictory to 
allow any conclusions to be drawn; the evidence is remarkably consistent and 
congruent in its major aspects. Much still clearly remains to be discovered, but 
our major conclusions are unlikely to be changed by such future work. (p. 275) 

M a l a m u t h and Donners te in ( 1 9 8 4 ) reviewed a vast research l i terature, since the 

1 9 7 0 Commiss ion report, which indicated that anger induction and exposure to 

highly arousing nonviolent pornographic literature appeared to facilitate aggression 

in males . T h e y described a new investigative model which involved anger ing or 

not angering male subjects , showing them highly explicit nonaggressive 

pornography, and then providing an opportunity to aggress against female or 

male accompl ices . Based upon a series of such studies, Donners te in ( 1 9 8 4 ) 

concluded "that under certain condit ions exposure to pornography (nonaggressive) 

can increase subsequent aggression against women" (p. 6 2 ) . However , i t was 

concluded tha t the lowering of aggressive inhibitions was necessary for such effects 

to be manifest . He also noted tha t real-life frustrations as well as "drugs, alcohol, 

or o ther aggression disinhibitors very likely increase the aggressive response to 

pornography" (p. 6 2 ) . 

Donners t e in ( 1 9 8 4 ) also concluded 

that a single exposure to aggressive pornography can result in (1) self-generated 
rape fantasies, (2) an increase in sexual arousal in both normal and rapist 
populations, (3) a less sensitive attitude toward rape, and (4) an increased 
acceptance of rape myths and violence against women, (p. 63) 

He added tha t the mos t impor tan t general finding is "that these changes in 

at t i tudes and arousal are directly related to aggression against w o m e n [and 

further] tha t these effects have occurred after only one exposure of a relatively 

short duration" (p. 6 3 ) . 

Regard ing the effects of massive exposure to pornography, Z i l lman and 

Bryan t ( 1 9 8 4 ) concluded tha t (a) i t increased acceptance of such mater ia l and 

diminished repulsion; (b) the general findings of a causal connect ion between 

pornography and aggression for both sexes were confirmed; (c) massive exposure 

to such depict ions caused viewers to overestimate the populari ty of unusual sexual 
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behaviors (fellatio, anal , g roup , sadomasochism, bes t ia l i ty) ; and (d ) massive 

exposure to explici t pornography led to both m e n and w o m e n r ecommend ing 

shorter sentences for rapists. Z i l lman and Bryan t ( 1 9 8 8 ) also found tha t p ro longed 

consumpt ion of pornography produced greater acceptance of premar i ta l and 

extramari ta l sex and strengthened beliefs in male and female p romiscu i ty . T h e r e 

were also lowered expectations about the durability of mar r i age , reduced desires 

for children, and an acceptance of male dominance and female servi tude. T h e s e 

results were reported to hold, with few except ions , independent of sex or s tudent 

s ta tus . 

Donner s t e in , L inz , and Penrod ( 1 9 8 7 ) also reviewed the research of Z i l l m a n 

and B r y a n t , and others , on the effects of pornography upon at t i tudes and bel iefs . 

T h e y concluded tha t exposure to nonviolent pornography did not appear to 

increase aggressive behavior and suggested tha t the ma in at t i tudinal and bel ief 

effects may have been caused not by the sexual expl ici tness , bu t by the demean ing 

of females . Evidence was also cited to suggest that "contras t effects" in which 

observers of at tractive models in pornography find their m a t e s or selves less 

attractive can occur independently of a sexual con tex t (Cash , Cash, & B u t t e r s , 

1 9 8 3 ) . Donners te in , Linz, and Penrod ( 1 9 8 7 ) guardedly concluded tha t 

the data, overall, do not support the contention that exposure to nonviolent 
pornography has significant adverse effects. In reaching this conclusion we do 
not deny that there have been studies finding negative effects or the possibility 
of finding such effects in the future. We only mean that the evidence, on 
balance, is mixed. Some studies find negative effects; others do not. Nor does 
this discount the possibility that the effects of these materials are rather subtle 
and cannot be detected with the instruments that have been devised by social 
scientists so far. (p. 85) 

These researchers confirmed the harmful effects of v io lent pornography , 

al though they quest ioned whether the explicit sex or the violence had differential 

effects. T h e y also discussed their great concern over the h igh vo lume of R- ra ted 

"slasher f i lms," in which women are tortured, raped, kil led, and d i smembered 

within erot ic , but less sexually explicit , contexts . T h e y cited overwhelming 

evidence to support the harmful effects of med ia violence ga thered by the 

Nat iona l Commiss ion on the Causes and Prevention of Vio lence ( 1 9 6 9 ) , T h e 

Surgeon Genera l ' s Study of Televis ion and Social Behav io r ( 1 9 7 2 ) , the s trong 

warnings expressed by the American Medica l Associat ion ( 1 9 7 6 ) , and the N a t i o n a l 

M e n t a l H e a l t h Associat ion (Baron, 1 9 7 7 ) . 

In sum, i t is anomalous and irrational to view culturally e n d e m i c 

pornographic depictions of aggression and abuse as harmless while s imilar 

portrayals, in mildly sexual or nonsexual contexts , are k n o w n to be harmful. 
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Are the Predicted Effects of Pornographic Stimulation in Evidence in 
the US? 

Vio len t pornography increases aggression in males in laboratory set t ings. 

Callous and demeaning depictions of male dominat ion of women in sexual 

contexts can negatively influence the attitudes and beliefs of viewers. Al though it 

is a long way from traditional experimental environs to cultural ones, strong 

exper imenta l findings that accord with strongly established theory should guide 

the search for possible cultural manifestations of harmful effects. U n d e r the best 

condi t ions, such correlations may warn of something, but they will prove nothing. 

Proving cause and effect at mega-cul tural levels may be nearly impossible. Dur ing 

the last 40 years, our culture has undergone numerous massive social and 

economic changes . Measures of populat ion sexual behavior are impacted by a great 

variety of cultural practices. Fo r example , increases in divorce, children in poverty, 

teen runaways, child supervision by nonparental custodians, drug and alcohol use, 

and so forth, certainly impact rates of a variety of sexual metabehaviors , such as 

adolescent pregnancy, rape, and child molestation. Unfortunately, influences 

be tween these metabehavioral classes are almost certainly bidirectional and they 

probably in teract in catalytic and synergistic ways. Despi te the "gordian k n o t " of 

uncertain causation, cultural planners must take serious note whenever mult iple 

theoret ical ly related correlations are identified—that is, large predicted 

metabehavioral outcomes (suggested by experimental data) , well-established 

theory, and recent potential ly catalyzing metacont ingency changes . 

T h e following sexual metabehaviors increased dramatical ly shortly after the 

federal deregulat ion of pornography. Unfortunately, these measures are imperfect 

because they suffer from intensified or slackened measuring efforts, changing 

definitional criteria, and from changing probabilities of reported occurrences. 

Never the less , such metabehaviors provide for otherwise unavailable gross 

es t imat ions of rates of occurrence of important cultural phenomena and they 

control for local sampling biases. 

F igure 1 represents a record of percent changes in forcible rapes for the 

populat ion of the US over the past four decades. Forcible rapes per 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 of 

populat ion increased from 8 in 1957 to a high of 4 1 . 2 in 1 9 9 0 . The rate of 

increase for rape was slow through 1 9 6 5 , but it positively accelerated from then to 

1 9 8 0 before stabilizing through 1 9 8 5 . Forcible rape rates increased moderately in 

1 9 9 0 and then declined to 1980 levels in 1 9 9 5 . This represents a total rape rate 

increase o f 3 6 4 % since 1957 ( U . S . Bureau o f Census [ U S B Q , 1 9 7 5 , p . 4 1 3 , T a b l e 
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Forcible Rapes 
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Figure T. Forcible rapes per 100,000 of U.S. population, shown in percent changes from the initial 

data year. 

H 9 5 2 - 9 6 1 ; U S B C , 1 9 9 7 , p . 2 0 5 , Table 3 2 0 ) . The arrow o n the abscissa marks a n 

unequal t ime interval produced by the first measure of rape rates. 

Figure 2 shows reported percent changes in child sexual abuse in the US over 

the past two decades. Reports of child sex abuse were 3.2 per 1 0 , 0 0 0 in 1 9 7 6 . 

Repor ts of child sexual abuse increased by close to 1 0 0 % in 1977 and stabilized at 

tha t level until 1 9 8 2 . Child sexual abuse then sharply accelerated from 1983 to 

1 9 8 6 where i t stabilized for three years at about a 4 0 0 % increase ( 1 5 - 1 7 chi ldren 

pe r 1 0 , 0 0 0 ) . Child sex abuse reports then declined to approximately 3 0 0 % from 

1992 through 1995 (USBC, 1990 , p . 176, Table 2 9 7 ; U S B C , 1 9 9 5 , p . 2 1 5 , Table 

3 4 6 ; U S B C , 1 9 9 7 , p . 2 1 8 , Tab le 3 5 2 ) . T h e arrow o n the abscissa indicates a n 

interruption in reported percents from 1987 to 1 9 8 9 . 

Figure 3 displays percent changes in U . S . i l legit imate bir ths among 1 5 - 1 9 

year olds per 1,000 of this population during the past 5 decades. T h e i l legi t imate 

bi r th rate was 7.4 per 1,000 in 1940 but had increased to 4 6 . 4 by 1 9 9 4 . Th i s 

change represents a 5 2 7 % increase in rates of i l legit imate bir ths to adolescents for 

tha t interval. The i l legit imate birth rate increased moderately from 1 9 4 0 to 1 9 6 5 , 

bu t then sharply accelerated to much higher percents of change through 1 9 9 4 

(USBC, 1975, p. 52, Table B 2 8 - 3 5 ; USBC, 1993, p. 7 8 , Table 101 ; U S B C , 

1 9 9 7 , p . 7 9 , Tab le 9 7 ) . Arrows on the abscissa indicate unequal t ime intervals. 
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Child Sexual Abuse 
Percent of Children 
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Figure 2. Percent of U.S. children experiencing sexual abuse shown in percent from the initial data 

year. 

Illegitimate Births 
15-19 Yr. Olds Per 1,000 

Jo 600 

Year 

Figure 3. Illegitimate births per 1,000 U.S. 15-19 year olds shown in percent changes from the 

initial data year. 

176 



SEXUAL MALADAPTION CONTAGION 

AIDS Cases Reported 
CO 1981-1995 

>• 60000 
CO 

t 20000 

f 30000 

§ 50000 

•jg 40000 -

g)10000 

so 
1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993.1995 

Years 

Figure 4. Number of reported U.S. AIDS cases shown in percents from the initial data year 

changes. 

Figure 4 displays percent changes in A I D S cases reported in the US from 

1981 ( 1 9 9 ) to 1 9 9 5 . A I D S cases reported increased steadily from 1 9 8 3 ( 2 1 17) 

through 1 9 9 2 ( 4 5 , 4 7 2 ) . As indicated by the arrow, the reported rates increased 

markedly in 1993 ( 1 0 3 , 5 3 3 ) due to changes in the classification and case 

definitions. Repor ted cases then declined in 1994 and again in 1995 ( 7 1 , 5 4 7 ) for a 

total percen t increase from 1981 o f 3 5 , 8 5 3 % ( U S B C , 1 9 9 0 , p . 116 , T a b l e 1 8 5 ; 

U S B C , 1 9 9 7 , p . 1 4 1 , Table 2 1 3 ) . These data are no t control led for popula t ion 

growth . 

A l though the validity of each of the preceding measures can be ques t ioned , 

clearly they all represent aggregate measures of U . S . popula t ion sexual behavior 

and their compos i te trend is in a worsening direction. 

Pornograph ic stimuli are spread throughout our culture v ia its med i a (printed 

word, pho tograph ic magazines, c inema, video, internet , t e lephone , and te levis ion) . 

I hypothesize that this widespread pornographic s t imulat ion has con t r ibu ted 

directly and indirectly to the increases in damaging sexual me tabehav io rs 

presented in the last section. If this hypothesis is correct , what , specifically, would 

be the psychological principles tha t power these increases? Fu r the rmore , how 

could these principles be organized into an integrated whole tha t m i g h t someday 

Behavioral Contagion and Social Entropy Theories 
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allow for the probabil is t ic explanation, prediction, and control of such mo la r 

phenomena? 

Behavioral contagion generally pertains to the spread of certain pat terns of 

behavior within a populat ion. The earliest behavioral contagion research ci tat ions 

are to Polanski, Lippitt, and Redl, ( 1 9 5 0 ) ; Redl, ( 1 9 4 9 ) ; Wheeler, ( 1 9 6 6 ) ; and 

W h e e l e r , Smith, and Murphy ( 1 9 6 4 ) . Mora ( 1 9 6 3 ) extended the concept to the 

dark ages explaining the phenomenon of tarantism in Eu rope . Many fields of 

behavioral science have documented the dynamics of behavioral contagion. T h e r e 

have been applications to social and political phenomena (Hill & Rothchi ld , 1 9 8 6 ; 

Midlarsky, 1 9 7 8 ) ; to emotional behavior ( Freedman & Perl ick, 1 9 7 9 ; Jo ine r , 

1 9 9 4 ) ; to aggression (Berkowitz & Rawlings, 1962; Whee le r & Caggiulla, 1 9 6 6 ) ; 

to performing prohibi ted behavior (Walters & Parke , 1 9 6 4 ) ; and to traffic 

violations (Connolly & Aberg , 1 9 9 3 ) . Unfortunately, definitions of behavioral 

contagion have often lacked utility because of the use of subjective and menta l i s t ic 

language . 

T h e following definitions represent a behavioralized conception of this 

pervasive phenomenon . A new theory of behavioral contagion may be useful to the 

enterprise of cultural analysis because it systematizes the effects of a mult ipl ici ty of 

known behavioral determinants upon population behavior. More specifically, 

behavioral contagion theory may help in the evaluation of the probabilist ic effects 

o f po rnog raphy u p o n the U . S . popula t ion . 

The concept of behavioral contagion is behavioralized by defining it as the 

spread ofparticular behavior patterns within a population via scientifically validated 

biopsychosocial mechanisms. Biological mechanisms include behavioral-genetic influences 

(see Plomin, DeFr ies , & McClearn , 1990 , for methodological critiques and 

findings). Also included are infectious diseases (e.g., S T D s ) or physical damage 

tha t alters the behavior and/or behavioral potential of individuals within a 

populat ion. Psychological mechanisms include well researched and documented 

principles from operant and respondent conditioning, social learning theory, and 

social psychology. Sociological mechanisms include the effects of polit ical 

organizat ions, economic condit ions, social connectedness or insularity, and the 

s t rength and functioning of various social organizations and systems wi thin a 

culture (families, schools, churches, etc.) . Finally, various technological 

developments (media, medicine, mili tary, chemicals, waste byproducts, e tc . ) can 

influence populat ion behavior through any biopsychosocial avenue. This class of 

strong cultural determinants , among others, falls under the rubric of 

infrasttuctural determinism (Harris , 1 9 7 9 ) . 

178 



S E X U A L M A L A D A P T I O N C O N T A G I O N 

I classify behavioral contagion as maladaptive or adaptive. Maladapt ive 

contagion refers to the spread of behaviors (and associated thoughts , emot ions , or 

percept ions) that (a) are prohibited by law and (b) are represented as a diagnost ic 

category in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual-lV (Amer ican Psychiatr ic 

Associat ion, 1 9 9 4 ) . Conversely, adaptive contagion refers to the spread of 

behaviors (and associated thoughts , emotions, or percept ions) that are compet i t ive 

or incompat ible with maladaptive behavior definitions a and b. 

The ma in idea is that behavioral cont ingency or me tacon t ingency changes 

that s t rengthen or weaken adaptive or maladaptive behavioral contag ion will 

eventually increase or decrease the rates of occurrence of associated, " te l l - ta le , " 

populat ion metabehaviors . Also , in the presence of very cata lyt ic (perhaps 

synergistic) metacont ingency changes, behavioral maladapt ion contagion may 

transition to exponential rates which will be observable in similar rate changes 

among relevant metabehaviors . 

If sexual maladaption contagion has been catalyzed by intense pornographic 

st imulation of the U . S . population, the resulting cultural damage cannot be 

perceived wi thout yet another mola r concept . Increasing rates of sexual 

maladapt ion contagion (whatever the causes) m u s t lead to increases in rates of 

social entropy. This conception is derived from the second law of the rmodynamics 

(Fast, I 9 6 0 ; Rifkin, 1 9 8 0 ) . I define social entropy as: The proportion of human 

behavioral energy, within a population, which is not available to build and maintain the 

culture—but functions as a drain upon it. Generally, increases in social entropy 

represent a triple cost to afflicted cultures. The first cost is exacted by the loss of 

the culture 's developmental investments in the behavioral repertoires of its 

impaired cit izens, whether they be perpetrators or victims (rape, sex abuse, S T D s , 

bir ths to teens , e tc . ) . The second cost comes in the form of the financial and 

human energy expenditures necessary to support, provide t r e a t m e n t to , 

incarcerate, or execute these individuals. The third cost relates to the effects of the 

impaired individuals ' behaviors upon others with whom they interact (i. e., new 

instances of behavioral maladapt ion contagion) . W i t h o u t intervention, the 

theoretical effects of this self-feeding process are increasing rates of behavioral 

maladapt ion contagion and simultaneously more rapidly increasing rates of social 

entropy. Unfortunately, the summat ion of these three dynamic cultural costs are 

difficult to detect and to relate to particular me tacon t ingency changes because 

related cost changes are normally incremental and they are delayed. Addit ional ly, 

any a t t empt to tally these costs mus t contend with the l ikelihood tha t they 

combine synergistically. Therefore, the whole cost to cultural viability m a y be 

greater than the sum of these particular totals. The fact tha t these three classes of 
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costs of sexually t ransmit ted disease, births to teens, births out of wedlock, rape, 

and child moles ta t ion are not easily calculable should not obscure the fact that 

their combined costs are enormous. They represent both unnecessary losses of 

present and future human energy resources and impairments to cultural viability. 

Psychological Principles of Behavioral Contagion 

The following are some of the psychological principles generally accepted as 

impor tan t causes of human behavior. They also represent classes of basic 

mechan isms tha t media te population rates of many forms of behavioral contagion. 

The assumption of this field of psychological principles as operational during the 

pornographic st imulation of a population is a prudent empirical generalization. 

Theoret ica l ly , it is both parsimonious and highly plausible tha t any of the 

following principles, singularly or in various combinat ions , are partial 

de terminants of the increasing rates of sexual maladaption contagion in the U S . 

Each of the following principles is numbered to assess their to ta l . 

The following elementary principles are strongly documented and have long 

been taught to the general public (Becker , 1 9 7 1 ; Mawhinney, 1 9 7 8 ; Pat terson & 

Gull ion, 1 9 7 6 ) ; to high school students (Mawhinney & Petersen, 1 9 9 0 ) ; and to 

college populat ions (Kazdin, 1 9 9 4 ; Malot t , W h a l e y , & Malo t t , 1 9 9 7 ) . These 

principles will not be given individual research citations because they are well 

known and generally accepted. Citations to research literature can be found in the 

previously referenced college textbooks (Kazdin, 1 9 9 4 ; Malo t t , W h a l e y , & Malot t , 

1 9 9 7 ) . Physical stimulation of erogenous areas, sexual arousal, and orgasm are 

powerful unconditioned reinforcers [ 1 ] . In the operant paradigm [ 2 ] , uncondit ioned 

reinforcers probabilist ically increase the frequency of behaviors that produce them. 

For example , if an adolescent observes a pornographic sexual scene he may become 

highly sexually aroused. The high sexual arousal and specific sensations involved 

will differentially reinforce { 3 } those actions which produced them (i.e, observing, 

imagining , fantasizing, masturbat ing) . The uncondit ioned reinforcers of sexual 

arousal and orgasm (should he or she masturbate) will be directly associated with 

whatever st imulus configuration is salient (sadomasochistic, rape, pedophiliac, or 

heterosexual /homosexual , e tc . ) . The respondent conditioning paradigm [4] would 

predict tha t a salient constellation of sexual stimuli can acquire new conditioned 

reinforcing value [ 5 ] . (Barlow & Agras , 1 9 7 3 ; Barlow, Reynolds, & Agras , 1 9 7 3 ; 

F reeman & Meyer , 1 9 7 5 ; Herman , Barlow, & Agras , 1 9 7 4 ; Marquis , 1 9 7 0 ; 

Rachman , 1 9 6 6 ; Rachman & Hodgson, 1 9 6 8 ; VanDeven te r & Laws, 1 9 7 8 ) . I f the 

acquisit ion of these new sexual reinforcers motivated actual interpersonal sexual 

experiences, other closely associated stimuli (olfactory, gustatory, cutaneous, and 
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visual) would also likely become condit ioned reinforcers. W i t h repeated 

condit ioning trials (masturbatory or copulational/in vivo or imag ina l ) , m a n y 

associated classes of stimuli would be likely to increase in reinforcing p o w e r and to 

become sexual discriminative stimuli [ 6 ] . The dualfunction of discriminative stimuli [7] 

is well known . Discr iminat ive st imuli not only increase the frequency of the units 

of behavior that produced them, but they also occasion other units of behavior 

that are reinforced on some schedule [ 8 ] . These complex and interacting condit ioning 

paradigms can produce a constellat ion of sexual st imuli capable of reinforcing the 

behaviors t ha t produced them and occasioning other chains of behavior [9 ] tha t 

produce more classes of sexual behavior and reinforcers. Stimulus generalization { 1 0 ] 

is likely to occur within both operant and respondent pa rad igms . Therefore , bo th 

sexual arousal and sexual behavior chains are likely to occur in the presence of 

stimuli tha t are somewhat different from the original ones. Response induction [ 1 1 ] 

would also be expected to occur. Somewhat different responses to similar st imuli 

are likely to emerge . T h e result could be a grea ter diversity of st imuli capable of 

eliciting sexual arousal, which occasion increasingly diverse sexual behavior chains, 

which summate in behavioral/cognit ive repertoires tha t are increasingly effective 

at producing more instances of sexual arousal and orgasm. 

The l i terature of behavior therapy is rich wi th m a n y cognit ive behavioral and 

social learning principles that are commonly used to change sexual percept ions , 

emot ions , arousal pat terns , and behaviors. The rapeu t i c me thods include 

masturbatory conditioning [ 1 2 ] , in vivo and imaginal desensitization [ 1 3 ] , cognitive 

rehearsal [ 1 4 ] , cognitive reinforcement [ 1 5 ] , covert sensitization [ 1 6 ] , and modeling and 

imitation [ 1 7 ] . These methods have been used to therapeut ical ly w e a k e n sexual 

excesses and to s trengthen sexual deficits (Craighead, Kazdin , & M a h o n e y , 1 9 7 6 ; 

Kazdin, 1 9 9 4 ; Redd, Porterfield, & Anderson, 1 9 7 9 ) . I t is noted tha t variables 

used to change certain behavior pat terns may not have been involved in their 

creation. 

' Dur ing the 1970 ' s research evidence appeared to be in strong support of 

condit ioning principle involvement in sexual learning. However , after a detailed 

critical review of the research l i terature, O ' Donohue and Plaud ( 1 9 9 4 ) concluded 

that the l i terature, though improved, "is inadequate to support the vas t we igh t of 

the diverse theories dependent upon the role of learning in sexual behav ior" (p. 

3 3 9 ) . These researchers identified a variety of methodologica l p rob lems wi th in the 

existing literature and concluded that , al though there is some support for bo th 

classical and operant condit ioning of male sexual arousal, there is a need for more 

sophisticated research. Roche and Barnes ( 1 9 9 8 ) have also recent ly ques t ioned the 

s trength of the data supporting the conditionabil i ty of h u m a n sexual arousal. 
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A l t h o u g h they concluded that many sexual arousal pat terns appear to be acquired 

th rough operant and respondent conditioning in childhood or adolescence, that 

some unusual arousal pat terns cannot be explained using these paradigms. They 

suggested that Relational Frame Theory (Hayes, 1 9 9 4 ) , or derived relational 

responding { 1 8 3 , may be an impor tant mechanism for learning in human sexual 

arousal. Accord ingly , arousal pat terns may be influenced th rough conversations 

wi th others, or through sexual fantasies, when words and ideas leading to sexual 

arousal are associated with other words or ideas, thereby establishing equivalence. 

In both coerced and cooperative sexual interactions, social learning principles 

in the form of model ing and imitat ion m a y combine with operant and respondent 

condi t ioning principles in powerful ways. These principles are naturalistically 

embedded in all sexual activities (fetishism, heterosexual, homosexual , pedophilia, 

sadomasochis t ic , bestiali ty, e tc . ) . They are also influential during sexual arousal 

and mas turba t ion to pornography. Prepared learning [ 1 9 ] (Sel igman, 1970) is a 

concep t used to describe how some behaviors condition more easily than others . A 

related concept is the critical period [ 2 0 ] . Critical periods are intervals along the 

developmenta l con t inuum during which t ime classes of behavior condition much 

m o r e readily than at other t imes . For example the development of paraphilias 

appear rooted in late childhood and adolescence (Comer, 1 9 9 5 , chapt. 14) . The 

s trong correlation between sex and violence suggests that they serve as mutua l 

establishing operations [ 2 1 ] . Malo t t , W h a l e y , and Ma lo t t ( 1 9 9 7 ) define an 

establ ishing operation as "a procedure that affects learning and performance with 

respect to a par t icular reinforcer or aversive condi t ion" (p. 1 4 7 ) . Also, sexual 

s t imuli somet imes function as addictive reinforcers [ 2 2 ] for some proport ion of the 

popula t ion. O n e explanation of this phenomenon is tha t this segment of a 

popula t ion habituates [ 2 3 ] to (or develops a "tolerance" for) less intense classes of 

sexual stimuli and then works to acquire ("craves") classes of sexual stimuli tha t 

are more intense. Malo t t , W h a l e y , and Malo t t ( 1 9 9 7 } define and addictive 

reinforcer as one "for which repeated exposure is an establishing operation" (p. 

161). 

Social Psychological Principles 

Behavior analysts have been appropriately careful about the research methods 

used to establish their data base. Crit icisms of various traditional research methods 

are well documented (Sidman, I 9 6 0 ) and need not be reviewed here. Still, for the 

purposes of this analysis, it would be a mistake to exclude robust principles 

derived from a closely related tradit ional psychological science. The following 

principles are included only as secondary sources of support for predict ions made 
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from our own paradigm. As such, they may serve as a concurrent validity check 

upon our own findings and predictions. 

The field of social psychology has identified a variety of principles tha t 

influence behavior (Myers, 1 9 9 6 ) . These principles can also be operat ional when 

individuals interact with pornography. There is a measurable contrast effect [ 2 4 } for 

m e n who have recently looked at centerfold nudes. These m e n find "average" 

women less at tract ive. This effect can also extend to their own wives (Kendr ick , 

Gutierres, & Goldberg , 1 9 8 9 ) . Also, watching passionate sexual behavior in 

pornography can produce decreasing satisfaction wi th a person's own m a t e 

(Zillman, 1 9 8 9 ) . Contrast effects may also operate when the viewing of one 

extreme sexual activity such as rape, makes other less severe forms of coercion 

seem more acceptable or less deviant. T h e availability heuristic [ 2 5 ] describes how 

people judge the probabili ty of certain events. Powerful or otherwise salient events 

(real or fictional) are easier to r emember and can marked ly al ter individual 's 

estimations of the future likelihood of similar events (Gerrig & Prent ice , 1 9 9 1 ; 

MacLeod & Campbel l , 1 9 9 2 ) . Fo r example , the m a n who views a vivid 

pornographic rape scene of a w o m a n whose terror finally turns to passionate joy 

may overestimate the probabili ty of a female's similar reaction to his own 

aggressive sexual advances. It is also thought that viewing aggression and sexual 

behavior has a priming effect [ 2 6 ] in that it causes the viewer to experience an 

increased frequency of violent or sexual thoughts (Berkowi tz , 1 9 8 4 ; B u s h m a n & 

Green, 1990). 

More than 2 0 0 experiments have demonstrated tha t repeated mere exposure 

[ 2 7 ] to novel stimuli increases individuals liking and favorable rating of t h e m 

(Bornstein, 1 9 8 9 ) . Persuasion of opinion or attitudes about various messages is 

enhanced through "good feelings." T h e effect of good feelings [ 2 8 ] upon the 

evaluation of messages is to increase the likelihood of their "acceptance" (Galizio & 

Hendrick, 1 9 7 2 ; Pet ty , Schumann, Richman, & S t t a thman , 1 9 9 3 ) . In behavioral 

te rms, the association of positive reinforcers with previously neutral st imuli tends 

to condition new positive reinforcers. In terms familiar to social psychologis ts , 

pornographic depictions represent the "messages" to the viewer and concomi tan t 

"good feelings" (sexual arousal) should serve to "enhance the acceptance of these 

messages." 

Psychologists have clearly demonstrated both correlat ional and causal, 

relationships be tween television violence and violence in the viewer (Bandura & 

W a l t e r s , 1 9 6 3 ; Eron & Huesmann, 1 9 8 0 , 1 9 8 5 ; Friedrich and Stein, 1 9 7 3 ; Park , 

Berkowitz , Leyens, W e s t , & Sebastian, 1 9 7 7 ) . Media portrayals of sexual violence 

will evoke imitat ion in some observers. The concept of vicarious learning [ 2 9 ] 
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(Bandura , 1 9 6 9 ) further describes the fact that observers not only learn 

discriminative stimuli and associated behavior pat terns , they also learn to expect 

certain reinforcing or punishing consequences. Social and cognitive psychologists 

use the concept of scripts [ 3 0 ] (Schank & Abelson, 1977) to describe the fact that 

people learn a complex set of behavior patterns appropriate to complex social 

set t ings by observing and/or experiencing the contingencies in their envi ronments . 

Pornographic depictions provide a high density of opportunities to learn 

maladapt ive expectat ions and associated behavior pat terns (i. e., women enjoy 

being raped or treated in rough and disrespectful ways) . 

T h e principle of social referencing [ 3 1 ] suggests that when a correct response is 

not clear, individuals use the responses of others as cues for how they should deal 

wi th novel or ambiguous situations (Sroufe & Cooper, 1 9 8 8 , p. 3 0 0 ) . Pornography 

can encourage acceptance of behavior patterns formally considered abusive or 

demean ing . Behavioral confirmation [ 3 2 ] refers to a form of self-fulfilling prophecy 

in which person A's expectat ions cause them to act in ways that influence person B 

to conform to person A's expecta t ions . This social psychological principle is based 

upon research findings that in social interactions individuals often ge t wha t they 

expec t (Olson, Roese , Sanna, 1 9 9 6 ; Snyder, T a n k e & Berscheid, 1 9 7 7 ) . This 

principle can operate within a populat ion that observes others behaving in sexually 

promiscuous ways and then t ransmits these self-fulfilling expectat ions to their own 

potent ia l sex ma te s . 

Several classic social psychological studies of norm formation [ 3 3 ] in groups , 

m a y be considered analogs to cultural norm influences. These experiments use 

artificially induced consensus among the majority (experimental confederates) with 

the strong effect of producing conformity in the minor i ty subject (Asch, 1 9 5 5 ; 

Crutchfield, 1 9 5 5 ; Jacobs & Campbell, 1 9 6 1 ; Sherif, 1937) . Social psychologists 

view the results of these exper iments as striking because there were no observable 

cont ingencies of reinforcement or punishment in the direction of conformity to the 

g roup . By analog, the culture tha t showcases sexual stimuli in all of its med i a 

provides the implied message of majority consensus regarding the acceptabi l i ty 

and normat ive status of the behavior patterns depicted. Changes in rates of sexual 

metabehav iors tha t conform to behavioral patterns depicted in the med ia would be 

predicted by social psychologists and social learning theorists . Such changes should 

also be predicted by behavior analysts. Finally, viewing abusive and violent sexual 

behavior can have a disinhibiting effect [ 3 4 ] . Dis inhibi t ing effects refer to the 

reduction in a population's anxiety levels which formerly inhibited a forbidden 

behavior (Berkowi tz , 1 9 6 2 ) . In behavior analytic t e rms , "disinhibition" may occur 
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because violent pornography suggests a change in prohibi t ive control l ing rule 

governed contingencies [35](Malott, 1988). 

Conclusions 

Effective planned cultural evolution is not possible wi thou t the deve lopment 

of new science-based ways of identifying me tacon t ingency changes and their 

probable effects upon cultural viabili ty. This may be the penu l t ima te 

methodologica l chal lenge for analysts as cultures evolve pel lmel l into the twen ty 

first century. 

I have a t tempted to evaluate the probable effects of pornography upon the 

US from new research-based theoretical perspectives, guided exclusively by some 

values of applied (Baer , Wolf, & Risley, 1968) cultural analysis : empir ic ism, 

p ragmat i sm, and objectively improving the viability of the culture under study. 

T h e new theoretical perspectives are those of behavioral contag ion and social 

ent ropy. The concept of behavioral maladapt ion contagion has been used to 

systematize a diversity of psychological principles (35 identified in this paper) and 

the i r probable effects upon sexual metabehaviors . Social en t ropy has been used to 

conceptual ize the resulting impairments to cultural viabil i ty. These concept ions 

m a y connec t known molecular cause-and-effect variables, unique m e t a c o n t i n g e n c y 

changes , correlated increases in maladapt ive metabehaviors , and the result ing 

cultural costs in comprehensive and meaningful ways . W i t h o u t such in tegra ted 

theoret ical perceptions, declining cultural viability will be exper ienced as a 

blizzard of aversive st imuli tha t defy understanding and incrementa l solution. 

Correlation is not p roof of causation. B u t wha t should cultural p lanners do 

when definitive research designs are impossible due to ethical constra ints and 

when available research designs are poor at discerning such mo la r cause and effect 

relat ionships? The present analysis sharply illustrates this d i l emma. It is t radi t ional 

to call for more research and, of course, tha t is appropriate . However , m o r e 

exper imenta l analogs, cross-cultural comparisons, meta-analyses , or o ther quas i -

exper iments are unlikely to incontrovertibly answer questions about the real-life 

effects of various kinds of pornography viewing upon entire cultural popula t ions . 

Cross-cultural comparisons of the effects of pornography are difficult because 

cultures differ in countless ways. Similar practices among different cultures m a y 

often have different outcomes because of the interact ion of o the r concur ren t 

catalyzing o r . inhibit ing metacont ingenc ies . In spite of these p rob lems , Cour t 

( 1 9 8 4 ) , presented some evidence tha t countries tha t al low violent pornography 

have shown increases in rape rates and tha t countries tha t restrain the availabili ty 

of violent pornography have not experienced such increases. I t impossible to m a k e 
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causal s ta tements about these correlations, bu t Court concluded tha t there is 

sufficient exper imenta l evidence that "a strong case can be made for the restraint 

of porno-violence in contemporary society" (p. 169) . 

T h e use of cultural wi thin-subject designs (withdrawal, mul t ip le baseline, or 

changing criterion, e tc . ) are appropriate cultural experimental paradigms, but the 

control of molar-level independent and extraneous variables is generally not 

feasible. A rare example of an A B A design occurred naturalistically in Hawaii and 

appears to support a causal connect ion between increases in pornography and 

sexual maladapt ion contagion (Court, 1984 , p . 163) . From about 1 9 6 4 , when 

pornography became increasingly available in the U S , until 1974 the state of 

Hawai i experienced a 9 0 0 % increase in rape reports. A significant reduction in 

reports occurred be tween 1974 and 1 9 7 6 , when pornography was restricted. The 

restriction of pornography in Hawaii was removed in 1977 and reported rapes 

increased again. Unfor tunate ly , the reversal condition was very short in this study 

and replicabili ty is p rob lemat ic . O t h e r similarly designed within culture 

natural is t ic exper iments could be highly informative. 

M a n y scientists and intel l igent nonscientists believe that the connect ion 

be tween pornography and cultural damage in the US has not been proven. Others 

provisionally accept this causal hypothesis, but are so acculturated into the 

concepts of individual freedom and autonomous man (Skinner, 1 9 7 1 ) , that they 

oppose cultural efforts to reduce the prevalence and intensity of pornographic 

st imuli exclusively upon these philosophical grounds. Based upon liberalized 

Supreme Court decisions, many insist that the production and distribution of 

pornography is protected under the first amendment of the U . S . Const i tut ion. 

O the r s demand tha t pornography be censored simply because they think i t is 

obscene and/or i t clashes with their religious values. As with m a n y cultural 

analyt ic applicat ions, the current one confronts difficult issues involving both 

me thodo logy and values. T h e effects of pornography upon populat ions are 

certainly media ted by m a n y cultural variables. Unfortunately, no one knows how 

long it will t ake to understand such complex intetact ions, or, if we ever will . There 

mus t be a way for cultural planners to make sensible science-based decisions in the 

inter im. 

In medica l research, potential ly dangerous drugs are approved for use only 

after extensive and rigorous study. There is no reason to exercise less caution 

before m a k i n g elective me tacon t ingency changes regulating potent ial ly dangerous 

behavioral pract ices . In ei ther case the scientific value system should be to guard 

against damaging false negat ive errors. Like medicat ions , major behavioral 

pract ice changes should not be considered harmless ( innocent) until proven guil ty. 
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This is especially true when various research-based theories predic t harmful -

ou tcomes . Clearly, the elective decision to allow massive doses of po rnograph ic 

s t imulat ion of the U . S . populat ion should have been approached wi th grea ter 

caution. Crit icism of the deregulation of pornographic st imuli in the US can be 

based upon the following e l emen t s : (a) There was a lack of appropriate scientific 

conservat ism in this elective cultural change; (b) from 1 9 7 0 to date, there has been 

increasing evidence of harm, but science has not been able to fully resolve aspects 

of the harm verses no harm issue; and finally, (c) G iven the increased evidence of 

harm, i t is impor tan t to note tha t there have been no scientific demons t ra t ions of 

benefits resulting from the intense pornographic s t imulat ion of our popula t ion . 

T h e r e are t imes when the products of science can best inform cultural 

planners and t imes when they cannot . Massive cultural changes result ing from the 

1970 Commiss ion report were based upon a relevant, but i m m a t u r e area of 

science. W i t h o u t so much as one pilot study in the culture to be changed , a 

system-wide transformation was made . In any sys temat ic research p r o g r a m , such a 

move would be criticized and dismissed as simple protocol error. In the realm of 

cultural p lanning such incompetence could lead to fatal cultural o u t c o m e s . It is in 

the nature of science tha t i t m a y take generat ions to clarify c o m p l e x cause and 

effect issues, i f they are ever to be clarified. T h e newly emerg ing a m a l g a m of 

applied cultural analysis and its impor tan t goal of furthering the survival of the 

culture under study will not soon resolve bewi lderment and uncer ta in ty over such 

ma t t e r s ; a t t imes i t may even deepen it. B u t when the findings of science canno t 

guide cultural planners , its conservative methods can. 

Cultural planners will often need to m a k e decisions based upon hints born of 

incomple te or mixed scientific knowledge and the vagaries of the his tory of 

cultural changes and outcomes . As in all such endeavors, bold and d ramat ic 

changes are best reserved for emergency condit ions when m o r e conservat ive 

actions are likely to fail. Therefore, i t is my conten t ion tha t historic cul ture-wide 

U . S . sexual metacont ingency changes have also broken an e lementa l rule for 

cultural evolutionary success: moderately conservative metacontingecy change under 

nonemergency conditions. There is now sufficient provisional scientific evidence to 

assert t ha t America ' s elective cultural exper iment wi th pornography was i l l -

advised and m a y be more damaging than we can present ly assess. 

Skept ics are fond of asserting tha t cultures do not evolve according to the 

rational plans of their populat ions. B u t the evolution of cultures will someday 

yield this promis ing mutat ion. A good step in tha t direction would be for cultural 

planners to exercise greater exper imental caution before imp lemen t ing elective 

culture-wide changes in metacont ingencies involving noncon t ingen t reinforcers 

187 



M A W H I N N E Y 

(welfare en t i t l ements ) , l ife-termination practices (at ei ther end of the 

developmenta l con t inuum) , and addictive reinforcers (the deregulat ion of illegal 

drugs and g a m b l i n g ) , and so forth. T h e direct and ia t rogenic effects of such 

m e t a c o n t i n g e n c y changes are poorly understood and they m a y significantly 

increase rates of various classes of behavioral maladapt ion contagion and social 

en t ropy . Regard ing pornography, I suspect that its relentless infusion into the US 

has been catalyt ic to numerous classes of sexual maladapt ion contagion, the reby 

increasing social entropy and weakening this culture's viabi l i ty . 

T h e US m a y never elect to deprive itself of the rich schedule of powerful 

sexual and economic reinforcers gained through its methodologica l ly flawed 

deregulat ion of pornography . However , this fact is immater ia l to my conclusions 

and r ecommenda t ion . T h e U . S . deregulation of pornography has provided a 

valuable object lesson on how not to use science to s t rengthen cultural viabi l i ty . I 

therefore advise an exper imental reversal (Sidman, 1 9 6 0 ) of our culturally endemic 

pornographic self-stimulatory prac t ices . 
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